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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis s 1o study Avalokiteéava Bodhisattva in Mshiyina
Buddhism as found in the Indian and Chinese texts. The study

s at finding
development of this Bodhisattva doctrine from causes inside and outside Buddhism,
studying the line of conduct in connection with the main principle, the belief and the
fundamental objectives of followers and their relationship with Buddhist. philosophy and
fith

To conclude the thesi

the Bodhisattva concept in Mahayana Buddhism grows
up from the main factors as follows : the natural tendencies of development within the
Buddhist society, the influence of Hinduism, the influence of Persian religion and culture,
and the influence of Greek art

Avalokiteivara Bodhisattva is representative of the  philosophical character of
Mahigarupa (the great compassion for mankind). This concept is not only relative fo the

resolution and cultivation to. the Buddhahood as we known, but it is also relevant to the



doctrine of “Stnyats” (emtiness from attachment of self or ego-belief). The principle of
“§nyata” describes the natral condition in the mode of subjectivencss. While the
objectification emerges fiom the Bodhisattva way of life with benevolence, entirely

crossed the egoism out. This path embodies the principle in a proven way.

Rituals and worship are based on both Buddhist philosophy and fith,
“Bhakii” cult in Hindu way of thinkiog exers an influeace on the belief in the later
Indian Mahdyina. Then, faith is made effect to be promineat in sacredness.

‘The Chinese equivalent of the form of Avalokitesvara appeared first in Yuan
Chwang's writings in the twelfth Buddhist century. Derived from the later Indien
Buddhist way Hindu cult and local culiure in China, Chinese Buddhists have regard for
Avalokiteévara Bodhisattva or Kuan Yin as one of deities with reincamation more than a
sentient being secking for perfect wisdor. This phenomenon is the same as the belief of

certain Thai Buddhist groups.

Although the doctrines in the scriptures and ‘s

antras” are undertaken for the
purpose of inducing in one own's mind and conducting following the way of Avaloki
teévara Bodhisattva, in practice the belief in a wonder miracle has power over the

philosophical conduct.
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