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Abstract

This dissertation entitled <An analysis of relationship between epistemology and
philosophy of language in concept of Dharmakirti- has three objectives:1) to study the
theory of knowledge in the viewpoint of Dharmakirti, 2) to study the philosophy of
language in the viewpoint of Dharmakirti, and 3) to critically analyze the relationship

between the theory of knowledge and the philosophy of language in the viewpoint of
Dharmakirti. This is a documentary research.

In the study of the first objective, it was found that the theory of knowledge
explained by Dharmakirti consists in both empirical and rational bases. However, the
core emphasis of this theory is the significance of one’s self-practice and deepened
experiences by which the genuine basis of reasoning is provided. The second objective
showed that both language and thought by nature rely on the tool of reasoning called
inference (Anumana). Based on this, the language and thought come to hold mutual
relationship in two ways, the language is somehow influenced by thought and thought
by language. In fact, despite being grounded on one- s experience (Pratyaksa), but the

influence of language is inclined to affect upon more thought than experience in case
of more communication of language giving rise to more complication due to mental
conditions. Hence, the language philosophy of Dharmakirti, even though may take root

from the language attained out of empirical and rational foundation, strongly reflects
the use of language that varies according to different social phenomena. As for the third

objective, three relationships between the theories of knowledge and the philosophy of
language can be found as follows: 1)the relationship in a reality-based format emerging

from ones perception of physical world through human senses, yet the use language
involves solely the assumption of physical world at a certain moment, 2) the causal

relationship originating from the perception of the cause or the result from the object
existence and thus its use of language derives from the consideration of one’s own



()

personal benefits, and 3) the practical relationship being consistent with religious beliefs

in that it encourages participation, willpower and commitment that arise mainly from
understanding the importance of awareness and intention.

In this research, having thoroughly considered three kinds of relationships
under the work of Dharmakirti, the creation of logical system to elaborate knowledge
and interpretation was agreeable as it clearly provides a framework enabling the
common understanding for religious studies. However, one must be cautious of the over
attachment with such framework as well as the mere discussion on ideas without
gaining direct experience through practice which should be the main objective of
Buddhism.
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? David J. Kalupahana, The Buddha’s Philosophy of Language, (Ratmalana: A Sarvodaya
Vishva Lekha Plublication, 1999), p.41.
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* Mark Siderits, Indian Philosophy of Language: Studies in Selected Issues, (USA:
Springer-Science+Business Media, 1946). p.87.
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°¢ Nagin J. Shah, Akalanka’s Criticism of Dharmakirti’s Philosophy, (New Delhi:
Ramanada Printing Press, 1967), pp.187-292.
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°® Geogres B.J.Dreyfus, Recognizing Reality: Dharmakirti’s philosophy and its Tibetan
Interpretations, (New York: State University of New York Press, 1997), pp.205-283.
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NAITUVDINTZSITUNSA (Dharmakirti)

Dharmakirti is credited with the following major works:

. Sambandhaparikshavrtti (Analysis of Relations)

. Pramanaviniscaya (Ascertainment of Valid Cognition)

. Pramanavarttika-kérika (Commentary on Dignaga's '‘Compendium of Valid
Cognition’)

. Pramanavarttikasvavrtti (Auto-commentary on the above text)

. Nyayabinduprakarana (Drop of Logic)

. Hetubindunamaprakarana (Drop of Reason)

. Samtanantarasiddhindmaprakarana (Proof of Others' Mindstreams)

. Vadanyayanamaprakarana (Reasoning for Debate)

There are various commentaries by later thinkers on ( Dharmakirti), the earliest
commentators are the Indian scholars Devendrabuddhi (ca. 675 C E.) and
Sakyabuddhi (ca. 700 C.E.). Other Indian commentators include Karnakagomin,
Prajfidkaragupta, Manorathanandin, Ravigupta and Sankaranandana.
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Development of Buddhist thought in India

Siddhartha Gautama (The Buddha), c. 300400 BCE

Sutta Pitaka (dizcourses)
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CHRONOLOGICAL TABLE OF SCHOOLS

The following is a table of the schools discussed, according to their relative
chronology. The dates given are very tentative,

Fedic Schools Non-Fedic Schools

1200-1000 B¢ Rgveda (». Ch. I)
1oco-8co B¢ Brahmanas and
Atharvaveda
(». Ch.T)
800 BC Aranyakas (v. Ch. I)

 Early Upanisads
(v. Ch. I)

Materialists (Lokayata; referred to
in Katha Upanisad, ». Ch. II)

A,

800—6oo BC Middle Upanisads Sceptics (P. Amaravikkhepika=Ard.
(v. Ch. T) Mag. Annania=Skr. Ajfianikal;
independently referred to in Jain and

Buddhist texts, ». Ch. III}

Ajivikas (Svetaévatara Upanisad men-
tions school having niyati—destiny
—as central concept; ». Ch. III)

Jains (mentioned in Early Buddhist
texts as pre-Buddhistic school; .
Ch. II)

Early Buddhism (referred to in Maitri
Late Upanisads Upanisad; ». Ch. I, sections 79-81).
L (. Ch.T)
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Chronology

Buddhist

Nyaya Other

Buddha, c. 4th c. BCE; Nikayas
and Vinaya shortly thereafter

Abhidharma texts. Also the
Dhammapada, the
Milindaparitha, 3rd-1st c. BCE

Nagarjuna, fl. 170? [2nd c. CE]

Aryadeva (student of
Nigaruna), fl. c. 200?
Asanga, 4thc.
CE [‘half-
brother’ of
Vasubandhu]

Vasubandhu;
Safighabhadra,
4thc.CE

Buddhaghosa,
5thc.cE
[Theravada]
Buddhapalita, Dinnaga,c.
470-540 480-540
Bhavaviveka, Sthiramati,
fl.570 6thc. CE
lcontemp. [comment on
Dharmapala] Vasubandhu];
Dharmapala,

Panini, ?6th c. BCE;
Grammarian

Gautama, 1st

C. CE?
Iévarakrsna, 2nd c.
CE; Sarmmkhya
Vatsyayana,
2nd—4the. ce

Sabara, 4th c. CE;
Mimamsa

Bhartrhari, Sthe.
CE; Grammarian

®o
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Chronology
Buddhist Nyadya Other
fl.c. 550-570
[comment on
MMK?]
Candrakirti, Dharmakirti Uddyotakara, Prabhikara, 7thc.
early 7thc. CE [eitherc. 540- «¢.550-650 CE; MImamsa
600;0rc. 600-  [contemp.
660] Dharmakirti]
Kumarila,
Mimamsa, fl. 680;
Sankara, 8th c. cE
Vedanta [contemp.
Candrakirti]
$antideva,
685-763
[syncretist] Santaraksita, 725- Bhatta Umveka, fl.
788 710; Mimamsa
[syncretist] Kamalasila, 740-
795 Dharmottara, c. 740-800;
Jitanagarbha, 8th c. cE
Vacaspati
Miéra, fl, 841
(or 976)
Jayanta
Bhatta, 840-
900
[syncretist epistemologist] Udayana,fl.  §ridhara, fl. 950-
Jfidnasrimitra, fl. 980-1030 984 cE 1000; Vaisesika
[syncretist epistemologist] Trilocana, Vacaspatimisra,
Ratnakirti, c. 1000-1050 10thc. CE 10th c. cE
Moksakaragupta, 11th-12th Parthasarathimidra,
¢. CE [Tarkabhdsd, intro. to fl.c.1075;

Dharmakirti] Mimamsa Sriharsa



Chronology

Buddhist Nyaya

Other

Gangesa
Upadhyaya,
12th-13the.
CE
Sankaramisra,

fl. 1450cCE
Raghunatha

Siromani,
1477-1547

(1075-1125);
Advaita

®0&
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AARNUIN Y
LY o/ I3
AUy ANY
o o/ L4 o
ATANN AUa
All factors Ja9ysssy
Appearance 53TUANYAL- AaNvUENBUNTIUIINGNSAINUIEINY
ggaenn v aun du me
Appearance &oudnwal

Appearance / Mind Copy

[ (% L aa 1 14
drydnwal / nniidnaiel’

Atom Uy
Atomist Usinuiley
Brand R
Characters fnueuy
Connected Cause AUNUGLUR
Dynamics WA *
Efficient Cause dugvisve
Essentialist a1snadeu
Homogeneous Cause Sy
Ilusion 1181 *
Intuition Synlnmy I
Matter GGAR]
Molecule oy

Natural Dualism MIYULTITITUA
Nihilism Ausle
Nothingness gé’m

Object 09
Pervasive Cause ﬂLs:mamm
Preconception ‘iqﬁ’auug «
Proclivities gU&e il
Realism :’aﬁam
Representationism ANTAILNY
Retributory Cause FUnwn

Self-Consciousness

aAndaInun
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ANANT

Ala

Self-Nature

s35UANIE-an s lunsawAuYeIUIINgNITal
Faviang
sesudnuazlunnasyiouvessssuanisuazey
melanguialasdnual

Simultaneous Cause

ANYINLIAG)
Subject an
Total-Voidness AAAUTER
Store-Consciousness mgﬁgjmm

Store-Consciousness
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ANSIUEAIATNDIAIURUIBVDIANIN EIENWUL®

AMWIUNE AYIDINE Y
svalaksana The real
salakhana Own-nature
dhatu Instrinsic matter
sabhava Own-nature
sabhdvanirutti Own-expresstion
ariyasacca Noble truth
paramatthasacca Foundamental reality
bhiitabhavam The nature of existence
tatha Truth
aviparita Non-Contradictory
anafinattha Not other meaning
sacca truth
avipallasa Non-illusory
vatthu Thing, ground, reality
atthadhamma Object
Dukkha, anicca, anatta Frustration, non-eternal, non-self
visaya Object
ripakaldpa Accumulation of matter
sabhévalakkana Own Characteristic
Paccakkhafidnam Sensory Cognition
phassa Sensation
apafnnatti Non-conceptual
avyabhicari Non-contraditory

® Amar Sigh, The Heart of Buddhist Philosophy: Dinndga and Dharmakirti, p127-128
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