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Abstract
The dissertation has three objectives: (1) to study the teachings of giving

and almshouse in Buddhism, (2) to study almshouse according to Buddhism in Thai
society, and (3) to analyze the giving through almshouse according to Buddhism in
Thai society. This research is a Qualitative Research.

The resuls of the research found that giving is a teaching that the Buddha
taught his disciples, monks (Bhikkhu-Bhikkhuni) and householders (Upasaka-
Upasika). The buddha taught that the Dharmadana is better than Amisadana because
Dharmadana will provide a way to develop life into a noble man. At the same
time, Amisadana is as a nourishing factor of life that monks have to receive from the
householders. Giving can be done anywhere, but there is a specific place to give, it is
called almshouse a place to distribute necessaries that are used for living as in the Pali
called “danagga” and “danasala.”

Almshouse in Thai society organized according to the value of giving of
many sectors: (1) Buddhism, (2) spiritual shrines, (3) Government agencies in social
work, and (4) volunteer foundations. The public volunteer organizations have been
organized almshouse in Thai society since the Sukhothai Period to the present. There
is three types of an almshouse in Thai society: (1) permanent established almshouse at
the Buddhist temples and meditation centers. (2) temporary setting almshouse at
merit-making event place, for instance, the royal funeral of the king’s dead body. And



&

(3) specific almshouse that set up By the place of a disaster such as a flood and fire at
the community.

The giving through almshouse according to Buddhism in Thai society is
widely popular activity among the Buddhist monks and government, private and
general public sectors. The items distributed in the almshouse were mostly food and
drink. So the given guidelines should be revised as follows: (1) Should not focus only
on food and drink. (2) Provide distribution to the recipient as necessary and good for
health, such as offering no dessert. (3) Almshouse at the temple, should ask people to
do on behalf in order not to violate the monastic rules. (4) Set up a permanent
almshouse in government. (5) Should use almshouse as the place to assist the people
in other. (6) It should be organized to ensure transparency. (7) Should cultivate
volunteer ideas to help the people. Educate the public about sacrifices the money and

power and Help people in normal times and in trouble as to grow the perfection.
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