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Abstract

This dissertation entitled “The Relationship between Monks and Laities in
Buddhism’ has three objectives: 1) to study the status of Buddhist monks and laities
in Buddhism, 2) to study the relationship between Buddhist monks and laities in
Buddhism, and 3) to analyze the relationship between Buddhist monks and laities in
Buddhism. This is a qualitative research.

In the study, it was found that Buddhist monks in Buddhism basically
mean people who renounce their household life and become ordained so that they
can have time to study Dhamma and follow the Buddha’s way of life. Once
ordained, the special status can be expected: 1) they follow certain kind of practice
to gain renunciation, 2) they become ascetic living without house, 3) they refrain
from sexual intercourse, they observe the holy life, and 5) they follow ascetic ways
of life. As regards laities, they refer to both men and women who follow household
life working for living their life. In this matter, both Buddhist monks and laities were
clearly taught by the Buddha to have mutual relation based on Dhamma and Vinaya.
With respect to Buddhist monks, they were advised to share certain ways of living life
in society; both Buddhist monks and lay people, had been given by the Buddha;
Buddhist monks’ running away from society and then living in the forest, mountain or
even remote areas without any association with society was not allowed. While living
life, Buddhist monks depend upon laities’ offering four requisites. By social status,
Buddhist monks hold higher status than laities’; they are regarded as the upper
direction being suitable to be respected and offered four requisites.

According to Vinaya Pitaka, there appeared many contents concerning the
relationship between Buddhist monks and laity. Those laities who have relationship
with Buddhist monks are lay people who make things suitable for a monk, a relative,

a king and general woman and those who are prohibited and people who have
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nothing. It is said that In this research, four kinds of relationship were found as
follows: 1) general lay people are associated with Buddhist monks as Veyyavaccakara
or Kappiyakaraka if money or what is not allowed is offered to Buddhist monks, 2) if
mothers need some help, Buddhist monks can support four requisites as they see fit,
3) when dealing with a king, Buddhist monks should take a proper step not
participating in politics leading to harm members of Sangha or laities’ faith, 4) when
dealing with women, Buddhist monks should be mindful not be closely associated
with them wherein people may misunderstand, 5) when dealing with the prohibited
man, Buddhist monks should restrain not associate with them by giving the shelter
which would bring in the social doubt. However, if Buddhist monks violate the Order,
the punishment based on such Order was already laid down. If lay people harm the
good relationship with Buddhist monks, certain punishment was also provided; they
stop association in order to make them mindful and then reunite if they come back
to normality.

As far as the model between the relationship between Buddhist monks
and laities is concerned, it showed that the principles depending upon each other
are given as follows: 1) four requisites are offered by lay people to Buddhist monks
so that they can live their life without any obstacles in searching for those requisites,
under these circumstances, they can have time to study and practice Dhamma
properly, 2) once supported by lay people, they should repay laity through preaching
Dhamma to them in order to be morally good members of society; lay people
should be given certain benefit from following Buddhism, they should observe at
least five kinds of Dhamma, namely, faith, precepts, learning, gsenerosity and wisdom.
Buddhist monks should associate with lay people who give invitation to them, they
should not ask for four requisites or support in extravagant manners, and they should
behave easily to be supported. In this way, Buddhist monks should follow purity of
conduct principles, not deceive people for living life, not violate the Order
prescribed by the Buddha because it will lead to Sangha’s disadvantages and lay
people’s faith. While doing this, Buddhist monks can return the great benefit to
general people by teaching them so that they can learn the Buddha’ teachings. In
order to achieve this goal Buddhist monks should learn how to associate with the
right family; while associating they should become decent without any extravagant
words, just taking four requisites as per what is necessary for living life, not taking too
much till harming them, they should follow simply way of life not attaching any
frame or gain including the shelter, they should be ready to move freely in order to
propagate the Buddha’s teachings in various places, not associating with lay people

too much till the time to study and practice Dhamma is over.
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