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Abstract

The study entitled on “The role of Phra Khru Wisutthibunyadit (Nuan
Parisuddho) in Community Development” aimed to study life and work of Phra Khru
Wisutthibundit (Nuan Parisuddho) and to analyze the role of Phra Khru Wisutthibunyadit
(Nuan Parisuddho) in community development. In this study, the qualitative research was
conducted based on data from research and In-depth Interview from 9 key informants
focusing on Phra Khru Wisutthibunyadit’s (Nuan Parisuddho) the role and works in
community development i.e. community assistance, human resources development,
education and propagation of Buddhist doctrine, promotion and development of folk
wisdom, conservation of resources and environment, and community facilities.

Findings revealed the followings:

1. Phra Khru Wisutthibundit was born in May 13, 2465 (B.E.) to the peasant
family in Saira village, Bangrup subdistrict, Toongyai district, Nakornsithammarat
Province and was ordained in May 24, 2485 (B.E.) at Uposatha Hall of Wat Khaolak,
Toongsang subdistrict, Toongyai district, Nakonsithammarat Provicne in which Phra
Khru Thawonbunrat (Bunkong Buddharakkitto) was the preceptor and Luangpodaeng,
the abbot of Wat Phukhaolak, was the act announcing teacher. After ordination, Phra
Khru Wisutthibunyadit spent his life in Wat Pradittharam, Bangrup sub-district, Toongyai
district, Nakonsithammarat Province. Throughout his life, Phra Khru Wisutthibunyadit
(Nuan Parisuddho) had outstanding monastic administration till he had been appointed to
do Sangha administrative posts in consecutive times, that is the Phrakhrusanyabat chan-
tri titled ‘Phra Khru Wisutthibundit’ in 2505 (B.E.) and in 2526 (B.E.) Phrakhrusanyabat
chan-tho under the same title conferred by the king ‘Phra Khru Wisutthibunyadit. In his
Sangha administrative post, he was appointed as the Ecclesiastical chief of the village of
Toonsang sub-district in 2508 (B.E.), as the abbot of Wat Pradittahram (Wat Saira) in
2515 (B.E.), as the preceptor in 2518 (B.E.). He was hospitalized at Bamroongrat
Hospital, Bangkok and passed away on May 11, 2555 (B.E.) at the age of 90 and 70 years



(year of ordination) with recognized and outstanding Sangha administrative works and
community development works.

2. Phra Krua Witsuthabundit (Nual Parisuddho) played the role in community
development, classified into 8 roles as follows: 1) the role of mental leadership, 2) the
role of mental development, 3) the role as a learner, 4) the role as a morality teaching, 5)
the role of the consultant, 6) the role of the awareness raiser, 7) the role of the
conservation of natural resources and the environment, and 8) the role as a grouper with 6
types of community development activities, namely, 1) community assistance by
establishing Portan Nuan Foundation to assist community in various ways, 2) human
resources development by establishing a pre-school children center in the temple,
establishing a charity school of Buddhist temple and Buddhist Sunday school, 3)
Education and propagation of Buddhist doctrines and Mindfulness Training center, 4)
setting up training center for moral education, 4) the promotion and development of folk
wisdom encouraging people in the community to do activities together in the traditional
activities to preserve them for the younger generation, such as the Tessakanduansip
festival, Tanfai and Khaomao festival, 5) the conservation of resources and environment
by joining with the community to do plant forest plantation around Wat Pradittharam
school and rubber plantations in the community.Also, Phra Krua Witsuthabunyadit (Nual
Parisuddho)developed the resources and environment around, 6) the role of community
facilities by initiating the donation persuaded the rich villagers to donate to construct
useful public facilities such as roads, bridges, and hospitals. Phra Kru Wisutthibunyadit’s
community development is known to the community at individual, community, and
society. His works are beneficial to people in terms of dhamma understanding for daily
life and also promotes faith in Buddhism and people are supported to unite and correctly
follow the Buddha’s teaching.
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