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Abstract

In this research, it was found that Thai people’s taking the Threefold
Refuge is of the following manners: 1) surrendering oneself; by and large it refers to
the way one seeks refuge in accordance with lineage without first consideration of
the Buddha’s teachings and this is akin to taking the Threefold Refuge in impure
manner due to improper understanding of Triple Gems, 2) putting Triple Gems
ahead; though in Thai society people follow the Buddha’s teachings in accordance
with what He says ‘Atta hi attano natho’ meaning that one is one’s own refuge, yet
one does not understand and properly practice it due to the strong faith in amulet’s
protection of danger. Consequently, one attains the impure position of refuge
because of misunderstanding of Triple Gems and materiality that the amulet is the
god and sacred item, 3) following as the disciple; generally most of Thai people
show their gratitude to teachers who instruct them certain kinds of knowledge in
living life. Here the good characteristic of teachers in Theravada Buddhism seems to
accord with Thai people’s opinions, and 4) paying respect; most of Thai Buddhists
always pay due respect to Triple Gems because they believe that the Buddha statue
is the representative of the Buddha where the living Buddha exists, but they still pay

respect to their ancestors’ spirit, house ghost, and various natural ghosts.
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