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ABSTRACT

The objective of this thesis is to study the lotuses, mentioned in Theravada
Buddhist Scriptures, and its appearance in Theravada Buddhism. The aspect of the
lotus cited and influence of the lotuses in Thai society.

It is found that lotuses are symbolic in Buddhism. The Buddhists use lotus
as the media in describing the stories or the incidents in the Scriptures which are
also the special traits that are concealed in the lotuses.

The special characteristics of the lotuses are as follows : being born and
grow in the water but not contaminated by water. The Buddhists believe that these
characteristics of the lotus are like those found in the Buddha : born in the world
but not controlled by the Loka Dhamma : gain, loss, prestige, obscurity, criticism,
praise, happiness and misery.

Buddhists’ belief in Buddhism has infused and embedded into foundation
of Thai culture as can be seen in Thai arts and culture including literature,
architecture, and crafts. Besides, Thai people also realized other benefits from the
lotus such as medicine and its nutritional values as food.

Buddhists use the lotus as the media in describing the stories and
incidents. This is because Buddhists regard lotus as the symbol of beauty, purity and

enlightenment.
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