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ABSTRACT

This research is focused on a Comparative study of the democratic concept in
Theravada Buddhist Philosophy and the concept of democracy in the present society in
which the researcher has divided the important issues of study into 3 points; namely, (1) the
democratic concept in Theravada Buddhist Philosophy, (2) the concept of democracy in the
present society and (3) a comparative study of the democratic concept in Theravada

Buddhist Philosophy and the Concept of Democracy in the present Society.

The results of the study are as follows:-

1. Theravada Buddhist Philosophy has a view not to classify the direct
government into any form, even though being the best, however, the ultimate consequences
are the tranquil happiness to be gained by the individuals and the peace by the overall world
society which is deemed to be a fruitful achievement. If the matter shall be looked by the
people in the world on the criteria of the Buddhist Philosophy stand point, there might be a
question as to what shall be a good government and what shall be a cause or causes to make
the government good and be in orderly manner. The Buddha has preached the 3 principles

of dominant influences; as follows :-



1) Self-independence which is the upholding of self supremacy,

2) Supremacy of the World which is the upholding of the world supremacy or the
public opinion.

3) Supremacy of the Dharma which is the upholding of the Dharma supremacy or
the supremacy of righteousness.

Buddhist Philosophy has no context mentioning about sovereignty on the
aspects of politics and government; however, we can apply the 3 principles of dominant
influences to be used with political and governmental systems, even with all the courses of
works. These principles would serve the purpose, because such practice is absolutely the

application of the Dharma Principles.

2. The concept of democracy in the present society is the view toward politics
that there are democracies both in a direct or in a pure form and in indirect or in
representative form, that is to say that the direct form is a process in which the people are
allowed the direct participation in the government. The people exercise their administrative
power in the government among themselves and electing state officials by themselves. This
type of government is suitable for a group of small countries having less population; such
as the ancient Greek Metropolis. While the indirect form is a process in which the people
elect their representatives to exercise the sovereignty on the aspects of legislative, executive
and judicial powers on their behalves. This type of democracy classifies the forms of
governments into 3 systems; namely:- parliamentary, presidential and semi-parliamentary

/semi-presidential forms.

3. The executive or governmental system in the Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy is a democracy of direct form which differs in the procedures and process from
those in the present democracy, because the democracy in line with the Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy is the democracy where both the rulers and the subjects under their rulings must
have the qualification of righteousness for the progress of the institutions, society, country

or world society, while the present democracy firmly emphasizes the quantity as the basis



of judgment; such as, election campaign. All votes received are the tools in judging the
democracy whereby its principles which mention that in the democracy there must be
freedom, equality and fraternity which is merely an ideal, because genuine democracy must
consist of fundamental development on the individuals to make them the individuals of
righteousness and morality. In conclusion, the development shall be made until it reaches
“Good Governance”, so the government will be a correct government according to the ideal

of Theravada Buddhist philosophical government.
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