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Abstract

The main objective of this thesis is to study the origin and development
of Tantra with its influence on Theravida Buddhism in Thailand. It is also to study
an introduction of Tantra into Buddhism which gave rise to Buddhist Tantra or
Tantric Buddhism, the later form of Buddhism. Besides, it is to investigate the
Tantric elements in the Tipitaka of Theravdda Buddhism and to demarcate them
from the origin Buddhism.

The Thesis is documentary research based on the Tipitaka with its
commentaries and other reference books concerned. It comprises five chapters
which are as follows :

Chapters I : Introduction concerned with the background and Significance
of the problems , objectives of research , definitions of the terms used in research , scope
and procedure of research and the benefits anticipated from research.

Chapters I : History of Tantra. This chapter explains the meaning and
characteristics of Tantra . It also investigates the origin, development and branches of
Tantra.

An introduction of Buddhist Tantra into different countries such as India, Tibet

China and Japan is also discussed in this Chapter.



Chapters III : The tracks of Tantra found in Tipitaka.In this Chapter the tracks
or elements of Tantra as found in the Tipitaka in the forms of the Buddhist Mantra , Paritta
such as Ratana sutta, Atanatiya — sutta, Bojjhhanga — Paritta, Angulimala — Paritta etc. are
investicated.

Chapters IV : An influence of Tantra on Theravada Buddhism in Thailand.
This Chapter examines the origin and inffuence of Tantra on Theravdda Buddhism in
Thailand. It also explains attitude and positon of Theravdda Buddhism towards Tantra.

Chapters V : Conclusion, discussion of the research result and presentation of
suggestions for further research.

From this study , it is found that the practice of Tantra in various forms is very
common in all religions schools. In other words ,Tantra has been practiced by common
people of all religious. In Buddhism, it is the Vajrayana school of Tibetan Buddhism which
lays great stress on Tantra. Hence it is also called “Tantric Buddhism or Esoteric
Buddhism followed mainly by the people in Tibet , Mongolia , Bhutan, Sikhim, Nepal and
other Himalayan regions such as Ladakh ,Himachal Pradesh etc. Although Theravada
Buddhism in Thailand is regarded as early or original Buddhism which is opposed to and
free from Tantric elements, Tantric tracks can also be found in its Pali Texts as a result

of Tantric influcnce.
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