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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the research entitled “The Gratitude as the Social

Supporting Virtue from Buddhist Perspective are 1) to study the virtue of

gratitude from Buddhist perspective 2) to study the gratitude as the social

supporting virtue. The study for this research takes data from Buddhist Cannons

and concerned books. The result of research shows the issue as follows :

The gratitude means the appreciation of favors of benefactors and

things, and repayment for their favors through bodily and verbal actions. Then the

word “gratitude” is regarded as actions of mind, body and speech.
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The main principles of gratitude are knowing (katannuta) Other’s
favors as well as repaying (katavedita) those favors of grateful persons or things.
These two virtues must be practiced together. Repaying the favors of someone or
something is impossible without knowing their favors. In the same way, knowing
other’'s favors, without repaying, is imperfect. Moreover, the gratitude must be
legally and rightly practiced, not opposed to the good customs and traditions of
society.

The gratitude is a very important virtue to society. The research
shows that the significance of gratitude is mentioned in three points as follows;

1. The gratitude is the basis of good person. It is described as the
mother or the origin of another virtues, promoting and supporting the good person
to do good more and more.

2. The gratitude is the symbol of good person. This virtue is
described as the sign of good person or the virtue of a good one.

3. The grateful person and one who requites for the done favors are
difficultly found in the world.

4. The gratitude is propitious to lead to merits; a respect, a success
and a happy in now a day and in the future life.

For the typs of gratitude appearing in Buddhist Cannons found that
there are six types are as follows;

1. The gratitude between human beings and human beings, showing
the grateful practice of children to parents by take care of them with four
requisites, saving their lives by sacrificing one’s own life, establishing them in
Dhamma. It is also shown about grateful repaying of desciples to teachers by
showing respectfulness, good service and good study. Grateful repaying would be
practiced among friends by mutually serving with four requisites, preventing friend
from evils and protecting friend’s properties.

2. The gratitude between human beings and deities, showing the
grateful repaying by means of pronouncement of the friend’s favor, protection of

friend’s properties.
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3. The gratitude between human beings and unhuman beings,
showing the grateful repaying of human beings to unhuman beings by dedicating
merit to them.

4. The gratitude between human beings and animals. It is shown
that human beings gratefully repay to animals by take care of them with loving -
kindness and animals repay to human favors by ploughing and pulling the cart,
etc.

5. The gratitude between animals and animals, mostly referring to
the Bodhisatta who gratefully repays to parents by take care of them as well as
sacrifices one’s own life to save their lives. The gratitude among animals toward
friends would be done by giving the residence and food.

6. The gratitude to the natural resources and environment can be
practiced by means of preservation, renewal and using them as necessity.

Grateful activities that will be the basis of supporting the society must
be covered to human beings, institutions and nature. They are: gratitude to one
who does a favor before, viz., parents, teacher; gratitude to the grateful person,
viz., gratitude between husban and wife; gratitude to social members, viz.,
gratitude between friends and companions, gratitude between masters, gratitude
between state and people, gratitude between people and people, gratitude
between the monks and the people, and gratitude to natural resources and
environment.

According to Buddhist perspective, the gratitude that will be the basis
of promoting and supporting the society must be accorded with the law and
morality. Grateful activities toward human beings, and nature, human beings, as
small unit of society, are the center of practice driving to the aim, that is to say,
leading to the stability and sustainable development of these social systems;
morality, politics, government, economics, and the natural resources and

environments.
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