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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to analytically study and to compare Plato’s
and Phrabrahmagunabhorn’s (P.A. Payutto’s) political ideology.

From the study, it is found that Plato’s political ideology arose from the
turbulence in the city of Athens. This caused Socrates, Plato’s instructor, to be
executed because of his social and political criticism. After Athens had been under
Sparta’s government, Plato travelled to many places to increase his knowledge.
At later time, he returned to Athens and established an academy Institution with the
objectives of making it an educational center for enlightening the educational and
political knowledge to the people. The good characteristics for a political leader
are healthy and possessed of cheerful minds. The scholarly kings who govern the
countries must be well educated. The ideal political characteristic is to provide
education for the people. Plato’'s great governing category is aristocracy. The
religious influences towards Plato’s political ideology are based on the supreme
philosophy in the world of model. The distinctive point of political development is to
strictly follow the rules and regulations. On the contrary, The political weakness is

the people’s educational deficiency. Generally, the politicians take advantages
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rather than sacrifice themselves to the nation. Plato’s political ideology is to work in
divisions. The social political problems in political societies arise from over
imagination. The political strength depends on co-operative organization. The
human influence on the creation of political societies is the mental enhancement.
The education which is the implementation for social improvement is arithmetic,
geometry, and astronomy.

Ven.Phrabrahmagunabhorn’s political ideology stems from Buddhism.
According to his view, the politicians must be possessed of the morality. The ideal
politics must be of monarchy and democracy. The Lord Buddha’s former births
influence the political viewpoints. The Political problems are considered in the way
of improvement which can be obtained from human facts and universal kindness.
The prominent point of monarchical system is the seeking of power to develop
peace for the people. The conspicuous points of democracy are the unity and the
morality. On the contrary, the weakness is the employing of the majority without
equity and rightness. Phrabrahmagunabhorn’s ideology in political societies is to
study how people can reach their goal. Furthermore, he considers that social
problems originate from the deficiency of rights and freedom and also from
unfaimess. He recommends that the ethical behavior enhancement for the
politicians should be employed and the establishment of Sovereign Dhamma
should be the foundation of democracy. The human influences in political societies
are composed of politician groups, general leader groups, and religious leader
groups. The study which is the implementation for social development is
Traisikkha.

From the analytical study and the comparison between Plato’s and
Phrabrahmagunabhorn’s ideology, it is found that there should be a good
governor. Plato praises aristocracy, whereas Phrabrahmagunabhorn admires
monarchy and democracy. The religious influences to the political ideas

possessed by the two persons are different. They consider in the same direction
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that the improvement of education should be made that is the education
development. The political conspicuous point is the same, that is to follow the rules.
The political weak point is the governor's absence of morality. Their ideologies of
political societies are different. Plato admires the work division and emphasizes on
the establishment of the organization, whereas Phrabrahmagunabhorn praises
morality and concentrates on individual ability. They both agree with each other at
the ideology of human influences for the political society and education for the
enhancement of the political societies including the application of both political
concepts to Thai political system. There an also the principles of the Republic
government and the three sovereign principles to be the good bases of the

development of the political societies.
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