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Thesis Title : The shadow play and the spread of the dhamma to the people
A Case Study of the Shadow Play by Surachet Banterngsilpa

Drama Troupe, Nakornsridhammarat Province.
Researcher :  Phramaha Anurak Apirakkho (Joeitong)
Degree : Master of Arts (Dhamma Communication)
Thesis Supervisory Committee
Phramaha Boonlert Dhammadassi Pali VIII., B.A., M.A.
Assoc.Prof. Bamroong Sookphan B.A., M.A.
Assoc.Prof. Kittima Surasondhi B.A., M.A.
Date of Graduation: March 25, 2008
Abstract

A shadow play is a local art medium shown very popularly in
Nakornsridhammarat Province where there are most shadow play Troupes in the South of
Thailand. Anyhow there was not the clear evidence to show in what period such the
shadow play took place. However, there is a supposition that such play appeared in the
said area in the 13™17" centuries. It might be influenced by the Indian shadow play, the
Jawa shadow play and the Malaysian shadow play. They were mixed with the Thai
shadow play. Later, there was the development of the shadow play in the Thai pattern
and there appeared the doctrinal principles in the context of the shadow play. It is found
that there were so many styles of the shadow play. What could be found very often was
in connection with Karma, 5 precepts, 4 causes of ruin, gratitude, the state of being the one
who is grateful and pays back the done favour, the six directions, the virtues for the

household life, the four devine states of mind etc.
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In this research, the researcher chooses the shadow play of Surachet
Banterngsilpa Drama Troupe, a famous shadow play in Nakornsridhammarat Province. The
purpose of the research is to study the principles of morality appearing in the context of
the shadow play shown by Surachet Banterngsilpa and to pass on the principles of

morality appearing in the shadow play to the people.

From the observation and the conversation with the academics, the master of
the shadow play and the people in general, it is found that the contents found in the
shadow play are mostly influenced by Buddhism and the principles of morality proposed
by the master of the shadow play are in good compliance with the people’s ways of life
in the South. The watchers can very well apply the principles of morality appearing in
the shadow play to their daily lives. Moreover, the shadow play plays the roles in
developing the process of learning and knowing to all the people in various ways such
as the morality, the politics, the administration, the health, the society, the tradition, the

culture etc.

Thus it can be said that the shadow play is the movable centre of the study
outside schools, because through it, the people can know various kind of information

through the shadow play.
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